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Introduction

Social determinants of health (SDoH) is a relatively new 
-

-

-
-

(see Figure 1
-

-

given their intuitive recognition that health outcomes 
-

-
-

tems already have enough to address and should not 

-

-

Five Things We Know About (Social)  
Determinants of Health in Health Care

1. As a determinant of health, medical care is  

-

-

-
ately spend more on social services than the United 

-

hope is that addressing the more upstream social deter-
-
-

achieving better health outcomes?

and Associated with Better Health Outcomes. 

Figure 1) shows the 
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Corollary: Community partnerships that synergize 
medical interventions and PSE changes produce a more 

-
-

plemented by community changes to increase availabil-

allay providers’ concerns about being held responsible 

the SDoH.

-

-
ment models evolve to jointly reward health care or-

improved high school graduation rates? 

-

(LAN) recently recommended that “Big(ger) Dot” mea-

Figure 1
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for population health and well-being for use by health 
plans and accountable care organizations have been 

SDoH into primary care and capturing SDoH domains 
-

collecting the data.

-

-

-
-

Corollary: Integrating the SDoH into health care should 

-

-

-

actions allow front-line clinicians to be natural champi-
ons for the SDoH within the organization and the com-
munity without being responsible for all the necessary 

 

-

the assumption that outcomes and cost will improve 
-

-

-

encourage partner alignment to ensure services are 
-
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Determinants of Health in Health Care

and for communities?

-
ditures? 

-
-

-

care and increasing costs? How do we listen to com-

-
nity resources and increase capacity? As health care  

-
-

“the sense of life satisfaction of the individual” as intro-
duced by Evans and Stoddart in their classic paper on 

Advancing “social determinants of well-being” versus 
health does not have the automatic association with 

-

-
ers and avoid medicalizing by focusing on “well-being in 

3. What (new) data are needed?

-
-
-

-

 

-

-
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-

1. 
the squeeze?

2. 
-

4. 

-

-

especially to ensure that disparities do not worsen. 

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
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-
-

ganizations and service organizations is needed or not 
needed to successfully address SDoH with community 
partners? Does it depend on the SDoH being addressed? 

-
garding the integration of patients’ non-medical needs 
with medical care—from noncoordinated to fully inte-

-
-

-
tions? 

5. What else?

-

-

-

-

Conclusion

things health care organizations need to learn to ad-

are right to question how we address yet another is-

-
 

-

now? No. Annals of Family Medicine
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the American Medical Association

-
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 (Mill-
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-
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-
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Accelerating and aligning population-based payment 
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-
cal costs and outcomes and association with reduced 
cost and improved quality. Journal of the American 
Medical Association
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-
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